This Week:Monday Trustees St Madoc Centre
6.30 pm
Tuesday Morning Prayer, Llanrhidian
9 am
Burial of ashes, Joyce Richards, Llanyrnewydd
10 am
Wednesday Eucharist St Rhydian’s (with MU)
10 am
Thursday Eucharist St Hiary’s
11 am
Nov 27th Spirituality Sub Group, Llanddewi Church 11.30
 Sunday December 6th The commissioning of the
Gower Youth Worker, Steve Jones, Murton
Methodist Church
6.00 pm
th
 December 13 Llanrhidian Christmas Service &
Eucharist with school, St Rhyd’s
11.15 am

Next Sunday – Shared Eucharist at St David’s
10 am. No other services in NE Gower.
Gorlau Seren Gŵyr

Next church for young people tba soon!
Leading intercessions in November
1st St Rh’s-Pam M. St G’s-Pam D. St D’s-Emilia.
8th Remembrance Sunday –Diane.
15th Susan M. Penny/Lilian. Maldwyn.
22nd United Service –Morgen.
29th Sarah L. Maggie. Sandra or Fr Tim.

Messy Church Stable Trail
Planning for this Advent’s outdoor event in
Reynoldston is underway. If you would like to
perform a role, help with organization or
publicity, offer to help with serving
refreshments, please contact Fr Andrew Pearce
or the messy Church organizers direct. This is a
wonderful opportunity for witness and
outreach, with over 300 people following the
trail the first time. This will be the second time
we have staged the event.
Fr Tim Ardouin 01792 391353
frtimardouin@btinternet.com
http://www.churchinnorthgower.com/

Yr Eglwys yng Ngogledd Gŵyr
Kingdom

III

The Church in North Gower
November 15th 2015
Last week some of us stood together in Penclawdd
and remembered. We remembered the fallen and
their wars and we faced the reality that war will never
lead to the end of war. This world has not yet learned
its lesson: it has chosen to refuse to understand
and has been unwilling to embrace the road to peace,
the method of love, the better way. A week later, we
mourn with France and with all humankind another
series of atrocious attacks in Paris. President Francois
Hollande has vowed a "merciless" response. However
understandable, this is war talk. It cannot bring peace.
Peace can only come through listening. Deep listening.
When we learn to listen deeply, our listening
exposes the existence of wrong thinking in the other
person and wrong thinking in us. The other person has
wrong thinking about him or herself and about us. We
have wrong thinking about ourselves and about the
other person. Most of us have been taught to think
dualistically. Something is either wrong or it is right,
good or bad, black or white. This is not true. Dualistic
thinking is always wrong thinking. It is the makings of
aggression, conflict and war.
Islamic State terrorists have wrong thinking. They
believe that the West is trying to destroy them as a
religion and as a civilization. So they want to destroy
the West, kill the West before the West can kill them.
The anti-terrorist might think much in the same way—
that these people are nothing but terrorists and they
are trying to get rid us, so we have to get rid of them
first. Both sides are motivated by fear, anger and
wrong thinking. But wrong thinking can’t be overcome
by machine guns, guided drones or suicide bombs.
They can only be overcome by compassionate listening
and love. Sister you are hurting. Brother I can see you
are. What can ease your pain, your hurting, your
suffering?
Jesus told us to love our enemies. I don’t think he
meant give into them or condone the methods they
use to be heard. I think he meant listen to them. Tell
them how you feel too. This is the way of Christ. A
merciless response is not the way of Christ. A merciless
response will lead to another merciless response. And
the cycle will not stop until the human being wipes
human being from the face of this beautiful earth.

