finalthoughts...

diolch yn fawr Maggie i’r coffi bore, Dydd lau diwetha!

This Week: (usual worship patterns)

Tuesday Joint Prayers Penclawdd Chapels and Church, with talk
given by Br Gildas from the Caldey Island Community, St David’s,
Wernffrwd 7.30 pm
(*Apologies to those who are upset that the meeting is being held
outside Penclawdd village itself. No offence or inconvenience was
intended by seeking to take the opportunity to combine two
wonderful Christian events scheduled for the same time, so that
our sharing and fellowship might be further widened.)

Wednesday Holy Communion at Swn y Gan

fbo home communions 11.30 am
Thursday Funeral Ted Rowlands, Narbeth

Friday Community and Church, St Michael’s, Llandaff 2pm
Looking Ahead:-

MAY 13" St Gwynour's Community Working Group 10.45 am
29" Ascension Day Breakfast and Eucharist, St David’'s  7.30 am

11™ Christian Aid Week begins. DJ Paul Johnson will give a
testimony in some of our services.

JUNE 7' Saturday, Strawberry Fayre at 'Stavel Newydd' 2pm
28" Ordinations - Cathedral 2 pm
JULY 4™ Gower Music Festival, Jubilee Quartet, Llanrhids 7.30 pm
6" Readers Licencing (including Biddy), Cathedral 3.30 pm
26! St David’s Summer Fayre (church funds)

SEPTEMBER 20" Cream Teas (Soldiers & Combat Stress)

Just hang
Adam Ardouin and Bernard Thomas.
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In North
Gower

Coracle racing in our
blood? Could Gower hold
such an event? Watch this

The

Missionary Journeys
of the
Celtic Saints

a talk by Brother Gildas
of the Caldey Cistercian Community

foodbank

Banc Bwyd Abertawe\&

Thank you all for your ongoing
and generous support.

LENT BOXES

Tuesday 6" May 16
7.30 pm

Refreshments provided

Please bring into
church your Lent
boxes if you have
them.

%%y | StDavid’s Church
Gwernffrwd
SA4 3TR

Contact us:

Fr Tim Ardouin 01792 391353

Fr Nigel Doyle 01792 850659

Email:

frtimardouin@btinternet.com
tadnigel@yahoo.co.uk

Website:
http://www.churchinnorthgower.com/
Vicarage, Llanrhidian, Gower SA3 1EH

Third Sunday of Easter

May 4, 201

discussing with each

While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself
came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept
from recognizing him.

stood still, looking sad. (Luke 24.15-17)

And he said to them, “What are you
other while you walk along?” They

Church in Wales
Cycle of Prayer

Today

PLEASE PRAY FOR The Anglican
Church of Kenya The Most Revd Dr
Eliud Wabukala Primate and
Archbishop of All Kenya

AREA DEANERY OF CRICKHOWELL
The Area Dean, Kelvin Richards, the
Clergy and the People

In the week

Monday: Brynmawr, Marc Winchester,
St.Mary’s VA Primary School,Brynmawr
Brynmawr Benefice.

Tuesday: Crickhowell w Cwmdu and
Tretower, Barry Leston.

Weds: Crickhowell Deanery, Clergy and
Deanery Curate Jeremy Bevan based at
Gilwern.

Thurs: Llanfeugan w Llanthetty w
Llansantffraed-juxta-Usk, Llanfrynach
and Cantref w Llanhamlach, (Beacon
Group), Andrew Robinson.

Friday: continuing peace and
reconciliation in South Africa.

Saturday: Llangattock and Llangynidr,
Kelvin Richards, Llangattock VC
Primary School, Benefice of Llangattock
and Llangynidr.

| believe that although the two disciples did not recognize Jesus on
the road to Emmaus, Jesus recognized them, that he saw them as if
they were the only two people in the world. And I believe that the
reason why the resurrection is more than just an extraordinary
event that took place some two thousand years ago and then was
over and done with is that, even as | speak these words and you
listen to them, he also sees each of us like that. In this dark world
where you and | see so little because of our unrecognizing eyes,
he, whose eye is on the sparrow, sees each one of us as the child in
red. And I believe that because he sees us, not even in the darkness
of death are we lost to him or lost to each other. | believe that
whether we recognize him or not, or believe in him or not, or even
know his name, again and again he comes and walks a little way
with us along whatever road we're following. And | believe that
through something that happens to us, or something we see, or
somebody we know - who can ever guess how or when or where?
- he offers us, the way he did at Emmaus, the bread of life, offers
us a new hope, a new vision of light that not even the dark world
can overcome.

That is the word that on Easter Sunday is sounded forth on silver
trumpets. And when Easter is past and the silver trumpets have
faded away to hardly more than a distant echo that is the word that
Is whispered to us like a secret in the dark, the saving and holy
word that flickers among us like a red dress in a grey world.

Frederick Buechner
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Regular Worship for North East Gower

Sunday Services:-

8 am Holy Eucharist St Gwynour’s (Penclawdd)

11.15  Morning Worship St Gwynour’s (First Sunday of Month)
11.15 Holy Eucharist St Gwynour’s (Fourth Sunday of Month)
9.30 Holy Eucharist St David’s (Wernffrwd)

11.15  Holy Eucharist Ss Rhydian & llityd (Llanrhidian)
Tuesday :-

9 am Morning Office Ss Rhydian & llityd (Llanrhidian)

10 am  Holy Eucharist St Gwynour’s (Penclawdd)

Wednesday :-

10 am  Holy Eucharist Ss Rhydian & llityd (Llanrhidian)
Thursday:-

S5 pm Evening Office St David’s (Wernffrwd)

DOUBT AND FAITH 11

0
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:

Dick and Edna Beynon, Marian Evans, Alan Grove, Sylvia Rowlands, Dorothy Tucker, Maria
Watkins and all who are sick in hospitals or at home, as well as those who care for them.
PLEASE ALSO PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED: Ted Rowlands and all t
whose anniversaries occur at this time.

May their souls and the souls of all faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.

The News Letter is written on
Thursdays. If you would like
to include someone in these
lists, please give names to
church wardens before then.
There will be boxes provided
in the churches for prayer
regquests soon.

Intercessions Rota MAY

INTERCESSION | 4th 11th | 18th | 25th

St.Gwynour Pam E PamD | Diane Penny
God calls us all to intercede
St.David’s Sandra Maldwyn | Derrick | Emilia for one another. If you would
like to do so during services,
- .. please speak to Fr Tim or
St.Rhidian Emilia Jo/Pete | Susan M | Sarah L

Sandra (St David’s), Maggie
(St Gwynour’s), Sue Medwell
(St Rhydian’s).

THERE IS hope dashed in the
voice that says, on the road that
night long ago, “We had hoped that
he was the one to redeem Israel.”
Had hoped or had been hoping. It
matters little which interpretation
you choose. The past perfect tense
makes it clear. The we who together
walk toward Emmaus that first
Easter, weren’t hoping anymore.
However hard they examined the
happenings of the recent weeks, the
fact was plain. The man Jesus who
had inspired the people so, was not
the long awaited Messiah. He had
been crucified to death. Everyone
knows crucifixion is the final proof
that the Romans are in charge. The
Messiah could never be controlled
by them or any other earthly
authority. So many ‘messiahs’ had
risen up. All of them shown up for
the mere rebels they were, by the
sword or the cross. This Jesus had
seemed different. He seemed so
wise. So knowing of God. Even
called God, “Daddy”. This time, the
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people really “had been
hoping...” But no. The wait
must go on...

And yet, there, walking the
road with them, opening
Truth to them, inviting them
to walk in its Light, is the
very Hope of all hopes. Jesus
Christ. Risen. Alive. Here.
Now. On the road. At supper.
In the heart that burns as it
receives God’s word, as the
Holy Spirit awakens the soul.

Do you know Jesus as he
walks with you? Or are you
too busy “examining the
evidence”, arguing your
theological corner,
expressing your take on “life,
the universe and all that,”
thinking in the ways you’ve
been taught to think?

Religion can do that to
people. Instead of shedding
the light of truth, illumining
the path we walk with God,
helping us to harmonise with
the unexplainable
beauty of what Is,
religion can build
defences for our
insecurities. Webs
of doctrine too often

heart s

fr tim writes

cocoon the initiated in an
impenetrable cloak of
smug, false ‘knowing’.
Have you ever tried to
speak about faith to
someone who has
stopped you on the street
or called at your home to
tell you about the ‘true’
religion you’re missing
out on because you go or
don’t go to church? If
you have, you know well
this impenetrable cloak,
oblivious to and
completely uninterested
in any kind of reason.

But, as Frederick
Buechner writes on the
front of this newsletter,
even though “you and |
see so little because of
our unrecognizing eyes,”
God meets us where we
are, seeing “each one of
us as the child in red.”

So when you are reading,
or walking, gazing at the
sea or receiving God’s
body in church, and you
feel your heart burning
within you, then be still
and know, God is here.

“... whether we recognize him or
not, or believe in him or not, or
even know his name, again and

again he comes and walks a little
way with us along whatever road
we're following. ”

Revd. Buechner



